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instruments and equipment he chose to ask for.
He accepted and he and Marie went to Geneva.
But when they got there, they knew that they
could not desert Paris, could not, simply could not,
abandon Radium, that child of theirs. However
badly Paris treated them, only in Paris could they
work at Radium. So with apologies, Pierre aban-
doned his wonderful post at Geneva and returned
to Paris, poverty and Radium.
"We next find the two rejoicing because Pierre
had obtained a post in the School of Physics,
Chemistry and Natural Science and Marie one to
teach girls in the Sevres training school for ele-
mentary teachers. They were lucky young
women who had Marie Curie to teach them, but
it was sad that the world did not realise that the
work she was doing on Radium could only be
done by her, while many people might have
taught Science at Sevres. Marie prepared her les-
sons with the greatest care and won much praise,
because they were the most original and the most
fascinating lessons any of the girls had known.
But her long tram rides several times a week tried
her and wasted precious hours; so did the pre-
paration of schoolgirl lessons and the weary
marking of papers. It was like setting Rembrandt
to paint gate-posts. Both Pierre and Marie were
wearing themselves out. Would they ever see
Radium?
Marie also had forgotten her good resolution to
feed well after her marriage. "You scarcely eat,
either of you/* wrote their doctor to Pierre. *CI